November 7

1 Kings 19:1-18

Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done. He
told her how Elijah had killed all of the prophets
with his sword. So Jezebel sent a message to
Elijah. She said, “You can be sure that I will kill you,
just as I killed the other prophets. I’ll do it by this
time tomorrow. If I don’t, may the gods punish me
greatly.” Elijah was afraid. So he ran for his life. He
came to Beersheba in Judah. He left his servant
there. Then he traveled for one day into the desert.
He came to a small tree. He sat down under it. He
prayed that he would die. “LORD, I’ve had enough,”
he said. “Take my life. I’m no better than my people
of long ago.” Then he lay down under the tree. And
he fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him. The
angel said, “Get up and eat.” Elijah looked around.
Near his head he saw a flat cake of bread. It had
been baked over hot coals. A jar of water was also
there. So Elijah ate and drank. Then he lay down
again. The angel of the LORD came to him a second
time. He touched him and said, “Get up and eat. Your
journey will be long and hard.” So he got up. He ate
and drank. The food gave him new strength. He
traveled for 40 days and 40 nights. He kept going
until he arrived at Horeb. It was the mountain of
God. There he went into a cave and spent the night.
A message came to Elijah from the LORD. He said,
“Elijah, what are you doing here?” He replied, “LORD
God who rules over all, I’ve been very committed
to you. The people of Israel have turned their backs
on your covenant. They have torn down your altars.
They’ve put your prophets to death with their
swords. I’m the only one left. And they are trying
to kill me.” The LORD said, “Go out. Stand on the
mountain in front of me. I am going to pass by.” As

the LORD approached, a very powerful wind tore
the mountains apart. It broke up the rocks. But
the LORD wasn’t in the wind. After the wind there
was an earthquake. But the LORD wasn’t in the
earthquake. After the earthquake a fire came. But
the LORD wasn’t in the fire. And after the fire there
was only a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he
pulled his coat over his face. He went out and stood
at the entrance to the cave. Then a voice said to him,
“Elijah, what are you doing here?” He replied, “LORD
God who rules over all, I’ve been very committed
to you. The people of Israel have turned their backs
on your covenant. They have torn down your altars.
They’ve put your prophets to death with their
swords. I’m the only one left. And they are trying
to kill me.” The LORD said to him, “Go back the way
you came. Go to the Desert of Damascus. When you
get there, anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also
anoint Jehu as king over Israel. He is the son of
Nimshi. And anoint Elisha from Abel Meholah as the
next prophet after you. He is the son of Shaphat.
Jehu will put to death anyone who escapes Hazael’s
sword. And Elisha will put to death anyone who
escapes Jehu’s sword. “But I will keep 7,000 people
in Israel for myself. They have not bowed down to
Baal. And they have not kissed him.”
(1 Kings 19:1-18)
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Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24

These are the words of Amos. He was a shepherd
from the town of Tekoa. Here is the vision he
saw concerning Israel. It came to him two years
before the earthquake. At that time Uzziah was
king of Judah. Jeroboam was king of Israel. He
was the son of Jehoash. Here are the words of
Amos. I said, “The LORD roars like a lion from
Jerusalem. His voice sounds like thunder from
Zion. The grasslands of the shepherds turn
brown. The top of Mount Carmel dries up.”
Look to what is good, not to what is evil. Then
you will live. And the LORD God who rules over
all will be with you, just as you say he is. Hate
what is evil. Love what is good. Do what is fair
in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God who rules
over all will show you his favor. After all, you are
the only ones left in the family line of Joseph.
The LORD says, “I hate your holy feasts. I can’t
stand them. I hate it when you gather together.
You bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings.
But I will not accept them. You bring your best
friendship offerings. But I will not even look at
them. Take the noise of your songs away! I will
not listen to the music of your harps. I want
you to treat others fairly. So let fair treatment
roll on just as a river does! Always do what is
right. Let right living flow along like a stream
that never runs dry!
(Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24))
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November 21

Isaiah 9:1-7

But there won’t be any more sadness for those
who were suffering. In the past the LORD
brought shame on the land of Zebulun. He also
brought shame on the land of Naphtali. But in
days to come he will honor Galilee, where people
from other nations live. He will honor the land
along the Mediterranean Sea. And he will honor
the territory east of the Jordan River. The
people who are now living in darkness will see
a great light. They are now living in a very dark
land. But a light will shine on them. LORD, you
will make our nation larger. You will increase
their joy. They will show you how glad they are.
They will be as glad as people are at harvest
time. They will be as glad as soldiers are when
they share the things they’ve taken after a
battle. You set Israel free from Midian long ago.
In the same way, you will break the heavy yoke
that weighs Israel down. You will break the
wooden beams that are on their shoulders. You
will break the rods of those who strike them
down. Every fighting man’s boot that is used in
battle will be burned up. So will every piece of
clothes that is covered with blood. All of them
will be thrown into the fire. A child will be born
to us. A son will be given to us. He will rule over
us. And he will be called Wonderful Adviser and
Mighty God. He will also be called Father Who
Lives Forever and Prince Who Brings Peace.
The authority of his rule will continue to grow.
The peace he brings will never end. He will rule

on David’s throne and over his kingdom. He will
make the kingdom strong and secure. His rule
will be based on what is fair and right. It will
last forever. The LORD’s great love will make
sure that happens. He rules over all.
(Isaiah 9:1-7)
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November 28

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

I, the prophet Jeremiah, sent a letter from
Jerusalem to Babylonia. It was for the Jewish
elders who were still alive there. It was also for
the priests and prophets in Babylonia. And it
was for all of the other people Nebuchadnezzar
had taken from Jerusalem to Babylon.

will give you hope for the years to come. Then
you will call out to me. You will come and pray
to me. And I will listen to you. When you look
for me with all your heart, you will find me. “I
will be found by you,” announces the LORD.
“And I will bring you back from where you were
taken as prisoners. I will gather you from all of
the nations. I will gather you from the places
where I have forced you to go,” announces the
LORD. “I will bring you back to the place from
which I sent you away.”

The LORD who rules over all is the God of
Israel. He speaks to all those he forced to go
from Jerusalem to Babylon. He says, “Build
houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat
what they produce. Get married. Have sons and
daughters. Find wives for your sons. Give your
daughters to be married. Then they too can have
sons and daughters. Increase your numbers
there. Do not let the number of your people get
smaller. “Also work for the success of the city I
have sent you to. Pray to the LORD for that city.
If it succeeds, you too will enjoy success.” The
LORD who rules over all is the God of Israel.
He says, “Do not let the prophets trick you.
Do not be fooled by those who claim to have
secret knowledge. Do not listen to people who
try to explain their dreams to you. All of them
are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have
not sent them,” announces the LORD. The LORD
says, “You will be forced to live in Babylonia for
70 years. After they are over, I will come to
you. My gracious promise to you will come true.
I will bring you back home. “I know the plans I
have for you,” announces the LORD. “I want you
to enjoy success. I do not plan to harm you. I

(Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14)
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