
2020:
A Year like None Other 
Following a God like None Other

West Morris FMC 
State of the Church





February
● Society Meeting - Feb 23
● Pastor Kristen with Supt John & Supt 

Michael teaches in Bangladesh & India - 
Feb 26-Mar 9





March
● COVID hits Indiana & the city/county/state shuts 

down; FM Bishops & Supts call for churches to 
move online

● March 15 - small worship gathering in Lower 
Level as everyone is encouraged to worship from 
home

● March 16 - WM begins passing out sack 
breakfasts & lunches to children & elderly

● March 17 - WM hosts first online prayer service
● West Morris Weekly emails begun









April
● Twice weekly prayer meetings continue
● “Not Forsaken” discipleship groups start
● Toll-free call-in phone line established
● Online hymn sing
● Good Friday devotional published
● Easter sunrise service
● Easter celebration service with broad involvement 

from kids, teens & adults
● Shopped for & delivered quarantine packs for 

School 46 families
● Weekly board meetings begun







May
● Church is deployed on mission - intentional call 

to every church member to tangibly love their 
neighbors

● Prepared & delivered graduation gift baskets to 
School 46 8th graders

● Appreciation gifts delivered to all teacher/staff of 
School 46

● 75+ Mother’s Day deliveries to all women in WM 
church family

● Daily devotional teachings shared on 
facebook/youtube/website/call-in number









June
● Wabash Annual Conference conducted online
● Drive-by retirement party for Malones
● Virtual Movie Night & discussion with “Just 

Mercy”
● 6-week Discipleship Class “Be a Disciple...Make a 

Disciple” begun with widespread participation 
from multiple churches

● 65+ Father’s Day deliveries to all men in WM 
church family

● WM received PPP funds & technology grant





July
● Parking lot service
● TeenWorks partnership with 14 students & 

adult leaders serving in neighborhood
● Month-long Virtual VBS
● “Everywhere You Look” book clubs begun
● Sanctuary updates with chairs & fresh paint
● Drive-Thru prayer outreach events held
● Hosted family activity table at Earth Day 

Event











August
● Parking lot service with Swinehart’s 

wedding & VBS kids’ participation
● 3-wk Missional Prayer class on Sunday 

mornings with Pastor Brett
● 3-wk Missional Gatherings class on 

Wednesday nights with Pastor Kristen
● First ever microchurch gatherings with 9 

sites online & in-person around the city







September
● Parking lot service with picnic & popsicles 

afterwards & testimony from Ronnie
● 8-wk “9 Arts of Spiritual Conversations” 

discipleship class begun
● Maria Garcia completed her Eagle Scout project 

at West Park
● “I’m Still Here” young adult book club
● Art of Neighboring sermon series
● Joined the New Room Prayer for Awakening 

conference



"I've been in this 
neighborhood since 1969 and 
Sunday was the first time I 
visited your church, actually 
any church in decades. I 
stayed. I loved it." 

He shared about a major 
decision he made on Sunday, 
and then continued, 
"Something is changing in me. 
Scary kind of, but I love it." 





October
● Indoor worship service
● FMF financial webinar
● Met in microchurches online and around the 

city at 6 sites
● Church office & clothing pantry re-opened 

with hiring of Kevin Watson





November
● Drive-thru communion & prayer service
● 9:30 online worship service begun
● 10:30 zoom discipleship gathering begun
● Coffee with the Pastor begun
● In-Person prayer in the sanctuary begun
● Communion prayer service with FMC world 

leaders from 5 continents
● 30 Thanksgiving food boxes packed & delivered
● 95 Advent Kits prepared & delivered to WM 

families







December
● Online WM Advent calendar with daily readings from Advent devotional 

story, “Jotham’s Journey”
● 49 Teacher/Staff appreciation gift bags prepared & deliver to School 46
● 40 Poinsettias with WM Neighborhood Newsletter delivered to West 

Indy neighbors
● ALL Lynhurst Healthcare residents & staff (75+) received 

Adopt-a-Resident Christmas gift bags in partnership with Becca Franks
● Wabash Blue Christmas with 9 Wabash FM churches initiated by WM
● Songs, Scripture & S’mores Christmas Eve service in neighborhood
● Family Candlelight Service with 40+ participants for Christmas Eve/Day
● Candlelight Communion Vigil service on Christmas Eve
● First-ever WM Virtual Choir
● Advent wreath lighting led by 5 different WM families









January
● Pastor Sarah starts at WM as NextGen Pastor
● John Wesley Covenant Renewal service
● FM Way introduced to FMC by the Bishops
● Vaccines started rolling out in Indiana
● Youth Group started meeting Sunday nights
● WM Kids continue to meet Sunday nights
● Young Adults started meeting Wednesday nights
● Wabash Institute ordination classes offered and taken by FOUR 

LMCs from WM, and taught by Pastors Brett & Kristen 
● Deep Dive in Luke’s Gospel begun with narrative lectionary
● Journals, Bibles & Star Words given out to everyone at WM
● Bible & Journal 101 classes offered







February
● Warming Shelter opened for 2 weeks & 

continued during church office hours
● The Chosen Life Connection Groups begun 

online and in-person
● Ash Wednesday service offered online and 

in-person
● Youth Group Valentine’s Day party
● Leadership team engages in Future Summit 

Leadership Retreat







Susan Pugh

Marge Platt

Wally Murray

512,000+ lost to 
COVID in the US

Others...






