
During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their 
cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. God 
heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked 
on the Israelites and was concerned about them.

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-
law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far 
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him 
in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses 
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why 
the bush does not burn up.” When the LORD saw that he 
had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” “Do 
not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, 
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because 
of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 
suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the 
hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the 
cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 
way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites 
out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that 
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I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be 
the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 
God on this mountain.” Moses said to God, “Suppose I 
go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is 
his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said 
to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of 
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ “This is my name 
forever, the name you shall call me from generation to 
generation.

Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I 
have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since 
you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech 
and tongue.” The LORD said to him, “Who gave human 
beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? 
Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, 
the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach 
you what to say.” But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, 
Lord. Please send someone else.” Then the LORD’s 
anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about 
your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak 
well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be 
glad to see you. You shall speak to him and put words in 
his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach 
you what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and 
it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were 
God to him. But take this staff in your hand so you can 
perform the signs with it.”
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The whole Israelite community set out from Elim 
and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between 
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had come out of Egypt. In the 
desert the whole community grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If 
only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! 
There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the 
food we wanted, but you have brought us out into 
this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down 
bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out 
each day and gather enough for that day. In this way 
I will test them and see whether they will follow my 
instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare 
what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as 
they gather on the other days.” So Moses and Aaron 
said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will 
know that it was the LORD who brought you out 
of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory 
of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling 
against him. Who are we, that you should grumble 
against us?” Moses also said, “You will know that it 
was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and all the bread you want in the morning, 
because he has heard your grumbling against him. 
Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but 
against the LORD.” Then Moses told Aaron, “Say 
to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before 
the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 
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While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite 
community, they looked toward the desert, and 
there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the 
cloud. The LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the 
grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight 
you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be 
filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the 
LORD your God.’” That evening quail came and 
covered the camp, and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. When the dew was 
gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared 
on the desert floor. When the Israelites saw it, they 
said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not 
know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread the LORD has given you to eat. This is what 
the LORD has commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather 
as much as they need. Take an omer for each person 
you have in your tent.’” The Israelites did as they 
were told; some gathered much, some little. And 
when they measured it by the omer, the one who 
gathered much did not have too much, and the one 
who gathered little did not have too little. Everyone 
had gathered just as much as they needed.
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The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD 
under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD 
was rare; there were not many visions. One 
night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak 
that he could barely see, was lying down in his 
usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the 
LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here 
I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; 
you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go 
back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel 
got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go 
back and lie down.” Now Samuel did not yet 
know the LORD: The word of the LORD had 
not yet been revealed to him. A third time the 
LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling 
the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, 
and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. The LORD came and stood 
there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” And the LORD said to 
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Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in 
Israel that will make the ears of everyone who 
hears about it tingle. At that time I will carry 
out against Eli everything I spoke against his 
family—from beginning to end. For I told him 
that I would judge his family forever because 
of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed 
God, and he failed to restrain them. Therefore 
I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s 
house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or 
offering.’” Samuel lay down until morning 
and then opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 
but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” 
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” “What was it he 
said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. 
May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, 
if you hide from me anything he told you.” So 
Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing 
from him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; let 
him do what is good in his eyes.” The LORD 
was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none 
of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all 
Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that 
Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 
The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and 
there he revealed himself to Samuel through 
his word.
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The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you 
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your 
way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I 
have chosen one of his sons to be king.” But 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about 
it, he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer 
with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what to do. You are to anoint for me 
the one I indicate.” Samuel did what the LORD 
said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders 
of the town trembled when they met him. They 
asked, “Do you come in peace?” Samuel replied, 
“Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When 
they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before 
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not consider his appearance or his height, for 
I have rejected him. The LORD does not look 
at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him 
pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The 
LORD has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then 
had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has 
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the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of 
his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he 
asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He 
is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for 
him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” So 
he sent for him and had him brought in. He was 
glowing with health and had a fine appearance 
and handsome features. Then the LORD said, 
“Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” So Samuel 
took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day on 
the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 
David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from 
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant 
me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will 
teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners 
will turn back to you. Deliver me from the guilt of 
bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, 
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
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When Hiram king of Tyre heard that Solomon 
had been anointed king to succeed his father 
David, he sent his envoys to Solomon, because 
he had always been on friendly terms with David. 
Solomon sent back this message to Hiram: “You 
know that because of the wars waged against my 
father David from all sides, he could not build a 
temple for the Name of the LORD his God until 
the LORD put his enemies under his feet. But 
now the LORD my God has given me rest on 
every side, and there is no adversary or disaster. 
I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the 
Name of the LORD my God, as the LORD told 
my father David, when he said, ‘Your son whom 
I will put on the throne in your place will build 
the temple for my Name.’

Then King Solomon summoned into his 
presence at Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the 
heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite 
families, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s 
covenant from Zion, the City of David. All the 
Israelites came together to King Solomon at the 
time of the festival in the month of Ethanim, 
the seventh month. When all the elders of Israel 
had arrived, the priests took up the ark, and they 
brought up the ark of the LORD and the tent of 
meeting and all the sacred furnishings in it. The 
priests and Levites carried them up, and King 

96

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?*

Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that 
had gathered about him were before the ark, 
sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that they 
could not be recorded or counted. The priests 
then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to 
its place in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the 
Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of 
the cherubim. The cherubim spread their wings 
over the place of the ark and overshadowed the 
ark and its carrying poles. These poles were 
so long that their ends could be seen from the 
Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but 
not from outside the Holy Place; and they are 
still there today. There was nothing in the ark 
except the two stone tablets that Moses had 
placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made 
a covenant with the Israelites after they came 
out of Egypt. When the priests withdrew from 
the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the 
LORD. And the priests could not perform their 
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the 
LORD filled his temple. Then Solomon said, 
“The LORD has said that he would dwell in a 
dark cloud; I have indeed built a magnificent 
temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.”

October 31 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13
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