
After a long time, the king of Egypt died. The people 
of Israel groaned because they were slaves. They 
also cried out to God. Their cry for help went up 
to him. God heard their groans. He remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. So 
God looked on the Israelites with favor. He was 
concerned about them.

Moses was taking care of the flock of his father-in-
law Jethro. Jethro was the priest of Midian. Moses 
led the flock to the western side of the desert. He 
came to Horeb. It was the mountain of God. There 
the angel of the LORD appeared to him from inside a 
burning bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire. 
But it didn’t burn up. So Moses thought, “I’ll go over 
and see this strange sight. Why doesn’t the bush 
burn up?” The LORD saw that Moses had gone over 
to look. So God spoke to him from inside the bush. 
He called out, “Moses! Moses!” “Here I am,” Moses 
said. “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off 
your sandals. The place you are standing on is holy 
ground.” He continued, “I am the God of your father. 
I am the God of Abraham. I am the God of Isaac. 
And I am the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard 
that, he turned his face away. He was afraid to 
look at God. The LORD said, “I have seen my people 
suffer in Egypt. I have heard them cry out because 
of their slave drivers. I am concerned about their 
suffering. “So I have come down to save them from 
the Egyptians. I will bring them up out of that land. 
I will bring them into a good land. It has a lot of 
room. It is a land that has plenty of milk and honey. 
It is the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. “And now Israel’s 
cry for help has reached me. I have seen the way 
the Egyptians are beating them down. So now, go. 
I am sending you to Pharaoh. I want you to bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt. They are my people.” 
But Moses spoke to God. “Who am I that I should 
go to Pharaoh?” he said. “Who am I that I should 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” God said, “I will 
be with you. I will give you a miraculous sign. It will 
prove that I have sent you. When you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, all of you will worship me 
on this mountain.” Moses said to God, “Suppose I go 
to the people of Israel. Suppose I say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Suppose 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should 
I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. 
Here is what you must say to the Israelites. Tell 

them, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to 
Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD is the God 
of your fathers. He has sent me to you. He is the God 
of Abraham. He is the God of Isaac. And he is the 
God of Jacob.’ My name will always be The LORD. 
Remember me by that name for all time to come.

Moses spoke to the LORD. He said, “Lord, I’ve never 
been a good speaker. And I haven’t gotten any better 
since you spoke to me. I don’t speak very well at 
all.” The LORD said to him, “Who makes a man able 
to talk? Who makes him unable to hear or speak? 
Who makes him able to see? Who makes him blind? 
It is I, the LORD. Now go. I will help you speak. I 
will teach you what to say.” But Moses said, “Lord, 
please send someone else to do it.” Then the LORD’s 
anger burned against Moses. He said, “What about 
your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak 
well. He is already on his way to meet you. He will be 
glad to see you. Speak to him. Put your words in his 
mouth. Tell him what to say. I will help both of you 
speak. I will teach you what to do. He will speak to 
the people for you. He will be like your mouth. And 
you will be like God to him. “But take this wooden 
staff in your hand. You will be able to do miraculous 
signs with it.”

(Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17)
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The whole community of Israel started out from 
Elim. They came to the Desert of Sin. It was 
between Elim and Sinai. They arrived there on the 
15th day of the second month after they had come 
out of Egypt. In the desert the whole community 
told Moses and Aaron they weren’t happy with 
them. The Israelites said to them, “We wish the 
LORD had put us to death in Egypt. There we sat 
around pots of meat. We ate all of the food we 
wanted. But you have brought us out into this 
desert. You must want this entire community to 
die of hunger.” Then the LORD spoke to Moses. 
He said, “I will rain down bread from heaven for 
you. The people must go out each day. Have them 
gather enough bread for that day. Here is how I 
will put them to the test. I will see if they will 
follow my directions. “On the sixth day they must 
prepare what they bring in. On that day they must 
gather twice as much as on the other days.” So 
Moses and Aaron spoke to all of the people of 
Israel. They said, “In the evening you will know 
that the LORD brought you out of Egypt. And in 
the morning you will see the glory of the LORD. 
He has heard you say you aren’t happy with him. 
Who are we? Why are you telling us you aren’t 
happy with us?” Moses also said, “You will know 
that the LORD has heard you speak against him. 
He will give you meat to eat in the evening. He’ll 
give you all of the bread you want in the morning. 
But who are we? You aren’t speaking against us. 
You are speaking against the LORD.” Then Moses 
told Aaron, “Talk to the whole community of 
Israel. Say to them, ‘Come to the LORD. He has 

heard you speak against him.’” While Aaron was 
talking to the whole community of Israel, they 
looked toward the desert. There was the glory of 
the LORD appearing in the cloud! The LORD said to 
Moses, “I have heard the people of Israel talking 
about how unhappy they are. Tell them, ‘When the 
sun goes down, you will eat meat. In the morning 
you will be filled with bread. Then you will know 
that I am the LORD your God.’” That evening quail 
came and covered the camp. In the morning the 
ground around the camp was covered with dew. 
When the dew was gone, thin flakes appeared 
on the desert floor. They looked like frost on the 
ground. The people of Israel saw the flakes. They 
asked each other, “What’s that?” They didn’t know 
what it was. Moses said to them, “It’s the bread 
the LORD has given you to eat. Here is what the 
LORD has commanded. He has said, ‘Each one of 
you should gather as much as you need. Take two 
quarts for each person who lives in your tent.’” 
The people of Israel did as they were told. Some 
gathered a lot, and some gathered a little. When 
they measured it out, those who gathered a lot 
didn’t have too much. And those who gathered a 
little had enough. All of them gathered only what 
they needed.

(Exodus 16:1-18)
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The boy Samuel served the LORD under the direction 
of Eli. In those days the LORD didn’t give many 
messages to his people. He didn’t give them many 
visions. One night Eli was lying down in his usual 
place. His eyes were becoming so weak he couldn’t 
see very well. Samuel was lying down in the LORD’s 
house. That’s where the ark of God was kept. The 
lamp of God was still burning. The LORD called out 
to Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” He ran 
over to Eli. He said, “Here I am. You called out to 
me.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie 
down.” So he went and lay down. Again the LORD 
called out, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli. 
He said, “Here I am. You called out to me.” “My son,” 
Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” 
Samuel didn’t know the LORD yet. That’s because 
the LORD still hadn’t given him a message. The LORD 
called out to Samuel for the third time. Samuel got 
up and went to Eli. He said, “Here I am. You called 
out to me.” Then Eli realized that the LORD was 
calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down. 
If someone calls out to you again, say, ‘Speak, LORD. 
I’m listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. The LORD came and stood there. He called 
out, just as he had done the other times. He said, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel replied, “Speak. I’m 
listening.” The LORD said to Samuel, “Pay attention! 
I am about to do something terrible in Israel. It will 
make the ears of everyone who hears about it ring. 
“At that time I will do everything to Eli and his family 
that I said I would. I will finish what I have started. 
I told Eli I would punish his family forever. He knew 
his sons were sinning. He knew they were making 
fun of me. In spite of that, he failed to stop them. 

“So I took an oath and made a promise to the family 
of Eli. I said, ‘The sins of Eli’s family will never be 
paid for by bringing sacrifices or offerings.’” Samuel 
lay down until morning. Then he opened the doors 
of the LORD’s house. He was afraid to tell Eli about 
the vision he had received. But Eli called out to him. 
He said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here 
I am.” “What did the LORD say to you?” Eli asked. 
“Don’t hide from me anything he told you. If you do, 
may God punish you greatly.” So Samuel told him 
everything. He didn’t hide anything from him. Then 
Eli said, “He is the LORD. Let him do what he thinks is 
best.” As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him. 
He made everything Samuel said come true. So all 
of the people of Israel recognized that Samuel really 
was a prophet of the LORD. Everyone from Dan all 
the way to Beersheba knew it. The LORD continued 
to appear at Shiloh. There he made himself known 
to Samuel through the messages he gave him.

(1 Samuel 3:1-21)
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The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you be 
filled with sorrow because of Saul? I have refused 
to have him as king over Israel. Fill your animal horn 
with olive oil and go on your way. I am sending you 
to Jesse in Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his 
sons to be king.” But Samuel said, “How can I go? 
Saul will hear about it. Then he’ll kill me.” The LORD 
said, “Take a young cow with you. Tell the elders 
of Bethlehem, ‘I’ve come to offer a sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice. Then I will show 
you what to do. You must anoint for me the one I 
point out to you.” Samuel did what the LORD said. 
He arrived at Bethlehem. The elders of the town 
met him. They were trembling with fear. They asked, 
“Have you come in peace?” Samuel replied, “Yes, 
I’ve come in peace. I’ve come to offer a sacrifice 
to the LORD. Set yourselves apart to him and come 
to the sacrifice with me.” Then he set Jesse and 
his sons apart to the LORD. He invited them to the 
sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab. He 
thought, “This has to be the one the LORD wants 
me to anoint for him.” But the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Do not consider how handsome or tall he is. I have 
not chosen him. I do not look at the things people 
look at. Man looks at how someone appears on the 
outside. But I look at what is in the heart.” Then 
Jesse called for Abinadab. He had him walk in front 
of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD hasn’t 
chosen him either.” Then Jesse had Shammah walk 
by. But Samuel said, “The LORD hasn’t chosen him 
either.” Jesse had seven of his sons walk in front of 
Samuel. But Samuel said to him, “The LORD hasn’t 
chosen any of them.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these 
the only sons you have?” “No,” Jesse answered. 

“My youngest son is taking care of the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him. We won’t sit down to 
eat until he arrives.” So Jesse sent for his son and 
had him brought in. His skin was tanned. He had a 
fine appearance and handsome features. Then the 
LORD said, “Get up and anoint him. He is the one.” 
So Samuel got the animal horn that was filled with 
olive oil. He anointed David in front of his brothers. 
From that day on, the Spirit of the LORD came on 
David with power. Samuel went back to Ramah. 
(1 Samuel 16:1-13)

God, create a pure heart in me. Give me a new spirit 
that is faithful to you. Don’t send me away from you. 
Don’t take your Holy Spirit away from me. Give me 
back the joy that comes from being saved by you. 
Give me a spirit that obeys you. That will keep me 
going. Then I will teach your ways to those who 
commit lawless acts. And sinners will turn back to 
you. You are the God who saves me. I have committed 
murder. Take away my guilt. Then my tongue will 
sing about how right you are no matter what you do. 
(Psalms 51:10-14)
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Hiram was the king of Tyre. He heard that Solomon 
had been anointed as king. He heard that Solomon 
had become the next king after his father David. 
Hiram had always been David’s friend. So Hiram 
sent his messengers to Solomon. Then Solomon sent 
a message back to Hiram. It said, “As you know, my 
father David had to fight many battles. His enemies 
attacked him from every side. So he couldn’t build 
a temple where the LORD his God would put his 
Name. That wouldn’t be possible until the LORD 
had put his enemies under his control. “But now the 
LORD my God has given me peace and rest on every 
side. We don’t have any enemies. And we don’t have 
any other major problems either. So I’m planning to 
build a temple. I want to build it for the Name of the 
LORD my God. That’s what he told my father David 
he wanted me to do. He said, ‘I will put your son on 
the throne in your place. He will build a temple. I 
will put my Name there.’

Then King Solomon sent for the elders of Israel. 
He told them to come to him in Jerusalem. They 
included all of the leaders of the tribes. They also 
included the chiefs of the families of Israel. Solomon 
wanted them to bring up the ark of the LORD’s 
covenant from Zion. Zion was the City of David. All 
of the men of Israel came together to where King 
Solomon was. It was at the time of the Feast of 
Booths. The feast was held in the month of Ethanim. 
That’s the seventh month. All of the elders of Israel 
arrived. Then the priests picked up the ark and 
carried it. They brought up the ark of the LORD. They 
also brought up the Tent of Meeting and all of the 
sacred articles that were in the tent. The priests and 

Levites carried everything up. The entire community 
of Israel had gathered around King Solomon. All of 
them were in front of the ark. They sacrificed huge 
numbers of sheep and cattle. There were so many 
that they couldn’t be recorded. In fact, they couldn’t 
even be counted. The priests brought the ark of 
the LORD’s covenant to its place in the Most Holy 
Room of the temple. They put it under the wings 
of the cherubim. The cherubim’s wings were spread 
out over the place where the ark was. They covered 
the ark. They also covered the poles that were used 
to carry it. The poles were so long that their ends 
could be seen from the Holy Room in front of the 
Most Holy Room. But they couldn’t be seen from 
outside the Holy Room. They are still there to this 
very day. There wasn’t anything in the ark except 
the two stone tablets. Moses had placed them in it 
at Mount Horeb. That’s where the LORD had made a 
covenant with the Israelites. He made it after they 
came out of Egypt. The priests left the Holy Room. 
Then the cloud filled the temple of the LORD. The 
priests couldn’t do their work because of it. That’s 
because the glory of the LORD filled his temple. Then 
Solomon said, “LORD, you have said you would live 
in a dark cloud. As you can see, I’ve built a beautiful 
temple for you. You can live in it forever.”

(1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13
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