April 1, Maundy Thursday

Luke 22:1-27

Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the
Passover, was approaching, and the chief priests
and the teachers of the law were looking for
some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid
of the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called
Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to
the chief priests and the officers of the temple
guard and discussed with them how he might
betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to
give him money. He consented, and watched for
an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when
no crowd was present. Then came the day of
Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb
had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat
the Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare
for it?” they asked. He replied, “As you enter
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet
you. Follow him to the house that he enters,
and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher
asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat
the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show
you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make
preparations there.” They left and found things
just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared
the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and
his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to
them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suﬀer. For I tell you, I will not eat

it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom
of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and
said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell
you I will not drink again from the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he
took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it
to them, saying, “This is my body given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way,
after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you. But the hand of him who is
going to betray me is with mine on the table. The
Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But
woe to that man who betrays him!” They began
to question among themselves which of them it
might be who would do this. A dispute also arose
among them as to which of them was considered
to be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of
the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who
exercise authority over them call themselves
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that.
Instead, the greatest among you should be like
the youngest, and the one who rules like the one
who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at
the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one
who is at the table? But I am among you as one
who serves.

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
[ ] Study

*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
[ ] Confession
[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration

Weekly Journal
What word or phrase in this week’s Scripture passage
impacts me?

My prayer of response to the message:

What am I learning about God? What am I learning about
others and myself?

When I reflect on my own life in light of this passage, where is
conflict, confusion or clarity?

Other prayers and ponderings:

In response to this week’s Scripture passage I will...

How did you act on your commitment from last week?
What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and
my calling?
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April 2, Good Friday

Luke 23:32-47

Two other men, both criminals, were also led
out with him to be executed. When they came
to the place called the Skull, they crucified him
there, along with the criminals—one on his
right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by
casting lots. The people stood watching, and
the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also
came up and mocked him. They oﬀered him
wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of
the Jews, save yourself.” There was a written
notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals
who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t
you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But
the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you
fear God,” he said, “since you are under the
same sentence? We are punished justly, for we
are getting what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell
you, today you will be with me in paradise.” It
was now about noon, and darkness came over
the whole land until three in the afternoon,

for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain
of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out
with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he
breathed his last. The centurion, seeing what
had happened, praised God and said, “Surely
this was a righteous man.”

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
[ ] Study

*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
[ ] Confession
[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration

Weekly Journal
What word or phrase in this week’s Scripture passage
impacts me?

My prayer of response to the message:

What am I learning about God? What am I learning about
others and myself?

When I reflect on my own life in light of this passage, where is
conflict, confusion or clarity?

Other prayers and ponderings:

In response to this week’s Scripture passage I will...

How did you act on your commitment from last week?
What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and
my calling?
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April 4, Easter Sunday

Luke 24:1-12

On the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when
they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed
like lightning stood beside them. In their fright
the women bowed down with their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is
not here; he has risen! Remember how he told
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The
Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands
of sinners, be crucified and on the third day
be raised again.’” Then they remembered his
words. When they came back from the tomb,
they told all these things to the Eleven and to
all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the others with
them who told this to the apostles. But they did
not believe the women, because their words
seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however,
got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and
he went away, wondering to himself what had
happened.

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
[ ] Study

*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
[ ] Confession
[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration
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What word or phrase in this week’s Scripture passage
impacts me?

My prayer of response to the message:

What am I learning about God? What am I learning about
others and myself?

When I reflect on my own life in light of this passage, where is
conflict, confusion or clarity?

Other prayers and ponderings:

In response to this week’s Scripture passage I will...

How did you act on your commitment from last week?
What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and
my calling?
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April 11

Luke 24:13-35

Now that same day two of them were going
to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem. They were talking with each
other about everything that had happened. As
they talked and discussed these things with
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked
along with them; but they were kept from
recognizing him. He asked them, “What are
you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. One of
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you
the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have happened there in
these days?” “What things?” he asked. “About
Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a
prophet, powerful in word and deed before
God and all the people. The chief priests and
our rulers handed him over to be sentenced
to death, and they crucified him; but we had
hoped that he was the one who was going to
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third
day since all this took place. In addition, some
of our women amazed us. They went to the
tomb early this morning but didn’t find his
body. They came and told us that they had seen
a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then
some of our companions went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said, but

they did not see Jesus.” He said to them, “How
foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that
the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah
have to suﬀer these things and then enter
his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which they
were going, Jesus continued on as if he were
going farther. But they urged him strongly,
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give
it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him, and he disappeared from
their sight. They asked each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he talked
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures
to us?” They got up and returned at once to
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and
those with them, assembled together and
saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has
appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what
had happened on the way, and how Jesus was
recognized by them when he broke the bread.

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
[ ] Study

*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
[ ] Confession
[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration
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Other prayers and ponderings:
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What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and
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April 18

Acts 6:1—7:2a, 44-60
true?” To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me!
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic
Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples
together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn
this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to
prayer and the ministry of the word.” This proposal pleased
the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and
laid their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The
number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a
large number of priests became obedient to the faith. Now
Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed
great wonders and signs among the people. Opposition arose,
however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen
(as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as
the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with
Stephen. But they could not stand up against the wisdom the
Spirit gave him as he spoke. Then they secretly persuaded
some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous
words against Moses and against God.” So they stirred up
the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They
seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. They
produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never
stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. For
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy
this place and change the customs Moses handed down to
us.” All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at
Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an
angel. Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges

“Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with
them in the wilderness. It had been made as God directed
Moses, according to the pattern he had seen. After receiving
the tabernacle, our ancestors under Joshua brought it with
them when they took the land from the nations God drove
out before them. It remained in the land until the time of
David, who enjoyed God’s favor and asked that he might
provide a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. But it was
Solomon who built a house for him. “However, the Most High
does not live in houses made by human hands. As the prophet
says: “’Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord. Or
where will my resting place be? Has not my hand made all
these things?’ “You stiﬀ-necked people! Your hearts and ears
are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You
always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your
ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who
predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you
have betrayed and murdered him— you who have received
the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed
it.” When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full
of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.” At this they covered their ears and, yelling
at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged
him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried
out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had
said this, he fell asleep.

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
[ ] Study

*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
[ ] Confession
[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration

Weekly Journal
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My prayer of response to the message:
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others and myself?
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Other prayers and ponderings:

In response to this week’s Scripture passage I will...

How did you act on your commitment from last week?
What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and
my calling?
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April 25

Acts 8:26-39

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go
south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian
eunuch, an important official in charge of all
the treasury of the Kandake (which means
“queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone
to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home
was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of
Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go
to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran
up to the chariot and heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what
you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he
said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch
was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is
silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his
humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who
can speak of his descendants? For his life was
taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked
Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?” Then
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture
and told him the good news about Jesus. As
they traveled along the road, they came to

some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here
is water. What can stand in the way of my
being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water and Philip baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his
way rejoicing.

*

What am I seeing new or differently in this Scripture passage?

Spiritual Disciplines

Which one(s) will you engage
this week? What drew you to
that choice?
The inward disciplines
[ ] Meditation
[ ] Prayer
[ ] Fasting
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*What part of the message seemed to be just for me?

The outward disciplines
[ ] Simplicity
[ ] Solitude
[ ] Submission
[ ] Service
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The corporate disciplines
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[ ] Worship
[ ] Guidance
[ ] Celebration
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