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April 4 - Easter Sunday

Luke 24:1-12

It was very early in the morning on the first day
of the week. The women took the spices they
had prepared. Then they went to the tomb. They
found the stone rolled away from it. When they
entered the tomb, they did not find the body
of the Lord Jesus. They were wondering about
this. Suddenly two men in clothes as bright as
lightning stood beside them. The women were
terrified. They bowed down with their faces to
the ground. Then the men said to them, “Why
do you look for the living among the dead?
Jesus is not here! He has risen! Remember how
he told you he would rise. It was while he was
still with you in Galilee. He said, ‘The Son of Man
must be handed over to sinful people. He must
be nailed to a cross. On the third day he will rise
from the dead.’” Then the women remembered
Jesus’ words. They came back from the tomb.
They told all these things to the Eleven and to
all the others. Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary
the mother of James, and the others with them
were the ones who told the apostles. But the
apostles did not believe the women. Their words
didn’t make any sense to them. But Peter got
up and ran to the tomb. He bent over and saw
the strips of linen lying by themselves. Then he
went away, wondering what had happened.
(Luke 24:1-12)

“Thinking” space.

My thoughts, questions and feelings about what the
Bible is saying to me today.
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Living, Loving, and Serving like Jesus
Living

What do these Bible verses say about how I
should live for God? What will I do to live in
that way?

Loving

What do these Bible verses say about how I
should love like God? What will I do to love in
that way?

Serving

What do these Bible verses say about how I
should serve others like God? What will I do to
serve that way?

“Just me and God” space.

Things I’m praying to God and things He’s
saying to me.

“WOW” space.

An amazing thought about God, an
answer to my prayers, or a way I’m
becoming more like Jesus.
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April 11

Luke 24:13-35

That same day two of Jesus’ followers were
going to a village called Emmaus. It was about
seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking
with each other about everything that had
happened. As they talked about those things,
Jesus himself came up and walked along with
them. But God kept them from recognizing
him. Jesus asked them, “What are you talking
about as you walk along?” They stood still, and
their faces were sad. One of them was named
Cleopas. He said to Jesus, “You must be a visitor
to Jerusalem. If you lived there, you would
know the things that have happened there in
the last few days.” “What things?” Jesus asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He
was a prophet. He was powerful in what he
said and did in the eyes of God and all of the
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed
Jesus over to be sentenced to death. They
nailed him to a cross. But we had hoped that he
was the one who was going to set Israel free.
Also, it is the third day since all this happened.
“Some of our women amazed us too. Early this
morning they went to the tomb. But they didn’t
find his body. So they came and told us what
they had seen. They saw angels, who said Jesus
was alive. Then some of our friends went to
the tomb. They saw it was empty, just as the
women had said. They didn’t see Jesus’ body
there.” Jesus said to them, “How foolish you
are! How long it takes you to believe all that the

prophets said! Didn’t the Christ have to suffer
these things and then receive his glory?” Jesus
explained to them what was said about himself
in all the Scriptures. He began with Moses and
all the Prophets. The two men approached the
village where they were going. Jesus acted as
if he were going farther. But they tried hard to
keep him from leaving. They said, “Stay with us.
It is nearly evening. The day is almost over.” So
he went in to stay with them. He joined them at
the table. Then he took bread and gave thanks.
He broke it and began to give it to them. Their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
But then he disappeared from their sight. They
said to each other, “He talked with us on the
road. He opened the Scriptures to us. Weren’t
our hearts burning inside us during that time?”
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.
There they found the Eleven and those with
them. They were all gathered together. They
were saying, “It’s true! The Lord has risen! He
has appeared to Simon!” Then the two of them
told what had happened to them on the way.
They told how they had recognized Jesus when
he broke the bread.
(Luke 24:13-35)

“Thinking” space.

My thoughts, questions and feelings about what the
Bible is saying to me today.
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Living, Loving, and Serving like Jesus
Living

What do these Bible verses say about how I
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Loving

What do these Bible verses say about how I
should love like God? What will I do to love in
that way?

Serving

What do these Bible verses say about how I
should serve others like God? What will I do to
serve that way?

“Just me and God” space.

Things I’m praying to God and things He’s
saying to me.

“WOW” space.

An amazing thought about God, an
answer to my prayers, or a way I’m
becoming more like Jesus.
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April 18

Acts 6:1—7:2a, 44-60

In those days the number of believers was growing. The
Jews who followed Greek practices complained against
the Jews who followed only Jewish practices. They said
that the widows of men who followed Greek practices
were not being taken care of. They weren’t getting their
fair share of food each day. So the Twelve gathered all
the believers together. They said, “It wouldn’t be right
for us to give up teaching God’s word in order to wait on
tables. Brothers, choose seven of your men. They must be
known as men who are wise and full of the Holy Spirit.
We will turn this important work over to them. Then
we can give our attention to prayer and to teaching the
word.” This plan pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen. He was full of faith and of the Holy Spirit. Philip,
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon and Parmenas were chosen
too. The group also chose Nicolas from Antioch. He had
accepted the Jewish faith. The group brought them to
the apostles. Then the apostles prayed and placed their
hands on them. So God’s word spread. The number of
believers in Jerusalem grew quickly. Also, a large number
of priests began to obey Jesus’ teachings. Stephen was
full of God’s grace and power. He did great wonders and
miraculous signs among the people. But members of
the group called the Synagogue of the Freedmen began
to oppose him. Some of them were Jews from Cyrene
and Alexandria. Others were Jews from Cilicia and Asia
Minor. They all began to argue with Stephen. But he was
too wise for them. They couldn’t stand up against the
Holy Spirit who spoke through him. Then in secret they
talked some men into lying about Stephen. They said,
“We heard Stephen speak evil things against Moses. He
also spoke evil things against God.” So the people were
stirred up. The elders and the teachers of the law were
stirred up too. They arrested Stephen and brought him
to the Sanhedrin. They found people who were willing
to tell lies. The false witnesses said, “This fellow never
stops speaking against this holy place. He also speaks
against the law. We have heard him say that this Jesus
of Nazareth will destroy this place. He says Jesus will
change the practices that Moses handed down to us.”
All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked right at
Stephen. They saw that his face was like the face of an
angel. Then the high priest questioned Stephen. “Is what
these people are saying true?” he asked. “Brothers and
fathers, listen to me!” Stephen replied. “The God of glory
appeared to our father Abraham.

if he could build a house for the God of Jacob. Instead,
it was Solomon who built it for him. “But the Most High
God does not live in houses made by human hands. As
God says through the prophet, “’Heaven is my throne.
The earth is under my control. What kind of house will
you build for me? says the Lord. Where will my resting
place be? Didn’t my hand make all these things?’ (Isaiah
66:1,2) “You people! You won’t obey! You are stubborn!
You won’t listen! You are just like your people of long
ago! You always oppose the Holy Spirit! Was there ever
a prophet your people didn’t try to hurt? They even killed
those who told about the coming of the Blameless One.
And now you have handed him over to his enemies. You
have murdered him. The law you received was brought by
angels. But you haven’t obeyed it.” When the Sanhedrin
heard this, they became very angry. They ground their
teeth at Stephen. But he was full of the Holy Spirit. He
looked up to heaven and saw God’s glory. He saw Jesus
standing at God’s right hand. “Look!” he said. “I see
heaven open. The Son of Man is standing at God’s right
hand.” When the Sanhedrin heard this, they covered their
ears. They yelled at the top of their voices. They all rushed
at him. They dragged him out of the city. They began to
throw stones at him to kill him. The witnesses took off
their coats. They placed them at the feet of a young man
named Saul. While the members of the Sanhedrin were
throwing stones at Stephen, he prayed. “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit,” he said. Then he fell on his knees. He
cried out, “Lord! Don’t hold this sin against them!” When
he had said this, he died.
(Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60)

“Long ago our people had with them in the desert the
holy tent where the tablets of the covenant were kept.
Moses had made the holy tent as God had commanded
him. It was made like the pattern he had seen. Our people
received the tent from God. They brought it with them
when they took the land of Canaan. God drove out the
nations that were in their way. At that time Joshua
was Israel’s leader. “The tent remained in the land until
David’s time. David was blessed by God. So David asked
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My thoughts, questions and feelings about what the
Bible is saying to me today.
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Living, Loving, and Serving like Jesus
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What do these Bible verses say about how I
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Loving

What do these Bible verses say about how I
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answer to my prayers, or a way I’m
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April 25

Acts 8:26-39

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip. “Go south
to the desert road,” he said. “It’s the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So Philip
started out. On his way he met an Ethiopian
official. The man had an important position.
He was in charge of all the wealth of Candace.
She was the queen of Ethiopia. He had gone to
Jerusalem to worship. On his way home he was
sitting in his chariot. He was reading the book
of Isaiah the prophet. The Holy Spirit told Philip,
“Go to that chariot. Stay near it.” So Philip ran
up to the chariot. He heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what
you’re reading?” Philip asked. “How can I?” he
said. “I need someone to explain it to me.” So he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Here
is the part of Scripture the official was reading.
It says, “He was led like a sheep to be killed. Just
as lambs are silent while their wool is being cut
off, he did not open his mouth. When he was
treated badly, he was refused a fair trial. Who
can say anything about his children? His life
was cut off from the earth.” (Isaiah 53:7,8) The
official said to Philip, “Tell me, please. Who is
the prophet talking about? Himself, or someone
else?” Then Philip began with that same part
of Scripture. He told him the good news about
Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they
came to some water. The official said, “Look!
Here is water! Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”
He gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both

Philip and the official went down into the water.
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took
Philip away. The official did not see him again.
He went on his way full of joy.
(Acts 8:26-39)

“Thinking” space.

My thoughts, questions and feelings about what the
Bible is saying to me today.
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